
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH ARMY 
United ( States Army- 
Off ioe of the Staff Judge Advocate 

Yokohama,' Japan 
16 August 1948 
— 1 d£ 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA VS MITSUZO INAGAKI '' '• ((\jjJ\J / 

Review of the Staff Judge Advocate^ 

1, The attached record of trial of Mitsuzo Inagaki at Yokohama, Japan,'from 
28 July to 1 August 1947, by a Military Commission appointed by paragraph 20, 
Special Orders No, *169, Headquarters'Eighth Army, dated. 22 July 1947, having been 
referred to th.e Staff Judge Advocate,- this review thereof is submitted to the 
Commanding General, 


Pergonal Data 


NAME:,,Jiitsuzo ■'Inagaki r . . - 

AGE; -54 . *- 

RESIDENCE: Hyogo Prefecture, 'Kinosalfi- 
• gun* ifasunjicho, Nsrkaidhi #6l 
,MARITAL STATtfi?: 'Marrie^' .-~ 
RSLATIVES: Wife, father, mother,' sister 
EDUCATION: Higher Primary-Schoel, 

8 years - * ” 

VOCATION: Farmer - . 

MILITARY CAREER: .Served in the Imperial 1 
Japanese. Army from January 1935 to 
September 1945. * Inducted as private 
. and promoted to warrant officer through 
rank. 


DATE. OF. CONFINEMENT-: 27 November 1945 
.DATE <£$ JffiLyCNMENT:.. 38 .July 1947* 
PLAtjE OF IftlALj?" Yojjphama, 'Japan .. " \ 
PERIOD OF-TRIAL: 28 July to 1 August 
#1947 ^ " \ , ' * 

DATE OF SEMMCE: 1 August 1&7 
SENTENCE; *CHL for thirty (30)- years” 
CLEMENCY RECOMMENDED BY COMMISSION: 


2. 'Synopsis of Charges, Pleas, Findings, Legal Sufficiency and Seritence: 


Charge and Specifications : 


Pleas 


Charge: Accused, ■ at the times-and 
places set forth in the specifications 
hereto attached, did violate the Laws 
and Customs of ’tor. 


NG 


Findings 

G. 


Legally 

Sustained 


Yes 


. Sp 1: Between 1 November 1944, and 15 
May 1945; at or near'Amagasaki Branch 
POW Camp, Osaka .Area, Honshu, Japan, 
accused did unlawfully disregard and 
fail to discharge his duty ,as Commander 
of said Camp to control end restrain the 
members of his command and p arsons under 
hie supervision and control, by permitting 
them to commit the following atrocities 
and other offenses against .Allied FN*S: 


. i . 


a: Between 1 March 1945 and 15 May 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment and’ 
torture of J, A. McDonald, a British FAY, 
by beating him, ,by repeatedly dipping 
him in cold water over a period of three, 
days and by otherwise abusing him. 


NG 


: Guilty, 

except for the words, "over 
a period of 3 days"; of the. 
excepted words. Not Guilty. 


Yes, 

as 

modi¬ 

fied. 


b: (substituted) In or about December 
1944,. the unlawful mistreatment and 


NG 


Yes 
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.abuse of Warrant Officer Goeffrey 
Worrall, a British PW, by compelling 
him to work while ill and unfit .to do 
so, by refusing, and neglecting to furnish 
him with' adequate fpod and by otherwise 
abusing him, thereby, contributing'to his 
death on or about, 12 December 1944. 

c. In Or about December 1944, at'Otani 1 NG 
Factory, .Amagaaaki, Honshu, Japan, the 
unlawful'mistreatment and. abuse’ of Alf>ed 
E, Adams, a British PW,. by beating him 
with fists, stick and belt bucklei 

d« Between 1 November 1944 and 15 May NG 
1945,the unlawful mistreatment and _ 
torture of numerous Allied pvi 1 s by'beating,' 
kicking and otherwise; abusing them. 

; • ) - ' ' 

2. Between 16.'May 1945 and 1 September NG 

•1945^4. Takefti Branch BcflV Damp^* Osaka - 
■Area, ^Tonshu,* Japan; accused, as Com- . « 
mander of said .Camp, did. willfully' * 

urvTewfuily gjistreab* num&rous Ameti can and" 
Allied PW d*By fowning 7 ther£ J.6 Wortf»- “ , 

<5Xceasively long Hours, by. refQsing them 
'proper rest periods, by forcing, them to 
perform Work f<5r which they^ere physical¬ 
ly unfit, by forcing them to do unheal^ji- 

fui and dangerous.jrork.under'Unhealthy, * 

dangerous conditions, by forcing sick 
Prisoners to. Work “when they were physically 
unfit to. work,, by refusing and neglecting 
to provide proper quarters and adequate 
sanitary facilities, and by otherwise 
abusing them. 

3, Between 16 May 1945 and 1 September NG 
1945> at Takefu Branch POT Camp, Osaka 

Are a',- accused did, as Commander of said 
Camp, willfully and unlawfully mistreat 
and abuse,numerous American and Allied 
FWs by refusing to permit,available and 
needed Red. Cross supplies, 1 * furnished and 
intended for the use of American and 
Allied PW.s, to be issued to such PW’s 
and by applying said Red Cross supplies 
to his own use and benefit. 


4. Between 16 May 1945 and 1 September 
49455 at- Takefu Branch POT Camp, Osaka 
Area, accused did unlawfully disregard 
and fail to discharge his duty as Com¬ 
mander of said Camp to cpntrolr and re¬ 
strain the members pf his command and 
persons under his supervision and con¬ 
trol, by permitting them to commit the 
following atrocities aid other offenses 
against American and Allied F.7*s: 

a. Between 16 May 1945 and 1 September 
1945, the unlawful misappropriation, 
theft and withholding by Japanese camp 
per8onftel'"of Red Cross supplies and 
rations furnished and intended for the 
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sole use and benefit of American and 
Allied PW.’s, ' ; . : 


b. Between JL June 1945 and 1 September ' ] 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment and;- 
torture of then Corp. T. M. Atkins, art 
Australian PW, by forcing him to kneei 
on sticks with a stick .behind his knees and 
a pail of water’ on hiS thi^s for a long : 
period of time and by otherwise abusing 
him. . " 


c. In or about July 1945,’ the unlawful 
mistreatment of Chief Quartermaster Frank 
D, Basey, an American’FY, by beating and . 
otherwise abusirig him. : . 

d. Between 1 May 1945’ and 1 September 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment and ; . 
torture of Seaman First Class Jack-Staff, 

■ an American ,F% by .forcing'him to sit on 
his h'e&Ts' witjj Jl stick behind his knees, 
a stick uhder his shins.'and a. f^Lve ^gallon 
caff Of water..on'_ hi’q. knees fpr a long‘peril 

..p i-. * 


e,' In or about July 1945, the. unlawful 
mistreatment and abuse of numerous Amer- 
ican and Allied F^'s by reducing their 
rations by-one third for approximately* 
one week,-. * 


f. Between 16 May 1945 and 1 August 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment and 
torture of Oliver Laird Gerberding, an 
American PW, by beating him and by forcing 
him to-kneel 6n sticks, with a stick be¬ 
hind’ his knees and a pail of-water in his 


g* Between 1 July*1945 and 1. Septsnber 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment and 
torture of Pvt, Samuel Soffer, an 
Australian pW, by beating him fend by 
forcing him to kneel on sticks, with a 
stick behind bis knees and a pail of ', 
water oh his thighs, for three -hours* 

h, ' Between 16 May 1945 and 1 September 
1945, the unlawful mistreatment and 
torture of numerous American and Allied 
FW f s, by beating and kicking them, by 
forcing them to kneel on sticks with a 
stick behind their knees and supporting 
a bucket of'water ori their thighs or in 
their-hands, by forcing them to work 
vten ill and physically unfit to so 
work and ; by otherwise abusing them. 


PURL: https://www.legalftobls.prg/d 






commandant of the Takefu Branch Prisoner of War Camp and was identified person¬ 
ally at the trial by one witness (R. 18, . 23 ).. In' addition to identification by 
the witness'befbre the court thfe' accused was referred .to in'several affidavits 
(Ex, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21, 22, 24, 25, 29, 30, 31, 34, 35). He.had such 

nicknames as "The Bull" and "Jo? Louis" (Ibid.),. ' ' 

; _ . , ✓ 

As to Specification la; In his affidavit (Ex. 6 ), J. A. MacDonald, 

Petty Officer, Royal Navy, a British prisoner of war, stated that he was a pris¬ 
oner in Amagasaki Prisoner of War .Camp until about May 1945. At one time he 
brought six eggsplnto the camp which he had purchased from a Japanese foruse 
in'the camp sick bay. The Japanese prison .guards discovered the eggs and' 

MacDonald was questioned as tb. how he obtained them. He denied any knowledge 
of them and the Japanese guards beat him with their fists until he admitted 
purchasing the eggs from a Japanese factory enployee. The guards required him J 
to walk around the factory to indicate which of the employees sold him the eggs., 
but he refused to recognize or indicate the person involved. Again the Japanese 
beat him with their fists and a belt.for about an.hour. He was again beaten at 
the /camp before all the prisoners of war. Thereafter the victim was required to 
stand at rigid attention and to "double" around the camp for approximately fif¬ 
teen minutes; The guards then required him to hold tvro ‘buckets of water above 
^his head on i bamboo, pole for jjseut three hours during which tinfe* the passing 
-- guaffisT slapped him in the' face repeatedly.-' The- following day he was ordered-to 
' march around the factofjf and locate the- lapsese.trtp-jfrovided- tile-eggs. Af^er - - . 

working that day he was again’beatfen and "kicked by three prisoner guards before. *- - 
all tlie pSisohers" * As a .result of thgse beatings Tlis face was'swollen ^nd bruised^ 

^and his eye blackened-% - _■ » « - ** ” : - 


^Again the following day he was marched* to the'factory to identify -■ 
the Japanese. At .the end’of tho day the victim, MacDonald, was taken to the 
entrance of the factory and instructed to point out the wanted man, swhich he 
did-not do, Fot* his-.neglect or refusal.' tie was beaten across .the face with 
.belt by the-Japanese guards end subsequently marched to' the camfT vhere three- 
prisoner guards beat him in the face with their fists. Later he was placed in 
a water tank and two Japanese guards plunged his head under the water about six 
times.. Then his hands were tied behind his back and he wa.s plbnged again into 
the water. He was removed, from the tank end his hands and feet both tied and 
was again plunged into the water. The guards removed him from the water'and 
tied him by the neck to a fire hydrant and let the water run on his head, and 
at the same time the guards threw buckets of water into his face. 


The victim finally produced the Japanese who provided the eggs 
after which he was required to stand in the nude in a pouring raip in cold- 
weather. ' - , . . 


The' foregoing incidents were corroborated by other -affiants in- 
Exhibits 3> 4, 5, 8, 9 and 10. 


. - As to Substituted Specific a tion lb : Warrant Officer Goeffrey 

Worrall, Royal Navy Volunteer Reserve, a British prisoner of war, was confined 
in Amagasaki Prisoner of War Camp from December 1943 until December 1944 when 
he died,' Pridp to his 'death he was afflicted with beriberi. During his con¬ 
finement, he was required by the Japanese, and known to the Japanese medical 
officer of the camp,.to do such work as sifting cinders and scaling the inside 
of iron castings with a Wire brush. The Japanese required him to work unt 
November 1944 whefi his condition became such that a fellow worker had to assist 
him around (Ex. 8, 10). The Japanese beat him because he stood out and_ opposed 
them on many matters. The Japanese, medical orderlies stood by his 
laughed at him dying. The rations at the camp hospital were “ * 

the same time there were adeauate medical supplies in the camp which we 
issued to supplement the.hospital diet (Ex. 6 ). He died'from starvation 
13 December 1944 after admittance to the hospital (Ex# 1* 5# 10;• ; i 


- 4s- to Specification lc: In.his affidavit Sgt. AlfredE. Adams, 

a British-prisoner of war, states that he was confined in Amagasaki Prisoner ^ 
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of War Camp end was working at the Otani Heavy Industry Factory in' December' 1944 
when a civilian guard by-..tho pome of Kioto beat him with his fists, a stick, 
and a belt buckle, across the face for . about ten minutes for doing exercises to 
keep warm and failing to remove, his mustache (Ex. 7). In Specification lc the 
natae of the. victim is. speltod Alfred- E. Adams, whereas in his affidavit (Ex. 7) 
the victim gives his-name as Albert Earnest Adamfl arid signs the' affidavit A. E. 
Adams. The affidavit was the only avidonce before the court in support of the' 
sub-specification. The defense^made no objection. Except in this one respect, 
the proof conforms to the allegation. It is' believed that the name of the victim 
as shown in the x specification', is a typographical error arid no substantial J right 
of the accused was prejudiced thereby. 

As to Specification. Id : At. the Amagasaki Prisoner .of War Camp, 
the prisoners workfed from 0700 to 1700 daily with one-half ; hour for lunch. 

They arose at 0530, stood a formation, and went to breakfast at 0650, They 
were then marched■approximately one-half mile to. work In shoes with no soles._ • 

over reeky ground. They were required to. salute foremen in the.plant.' Civilian' 
guards frequontly beat the.prisoners at the factory for slight infractions and 
for. failing to\ salute'.: The food 'was poor, consisting mostly 'or vegetables and - 
occasionally some fish -and '.bones. -The prisoners stood a formation at 2030 hours • 
•daily and one prisoner each day-wouldJoe Ricked for a .boating for being late _ 


fell apart and they were then forced to work in improvised wooaen enoeo. 
who were unfit for work in the factories by reason of illness were forcedto 
work in the rice fields.in water.and mud knee deep,. Accused persqnally^ SU P^ 
vised the work in the rice fields. At one time accused required the prisoner 
to dig a tunnel in a used carbide diimp. Prisoners used on thisdetail were 
suffering from malaria,* beriberi and had badly infected fast. The condition 
of the f&et was quite noticeable. They were.required to work ^thout shoes. 
The camp doctor reported-that the prisoners' feet were infected from this wo 
to the accused who only laughed. ,, . . 

Prisoners were required to work long.hours in the factories and 
qn the-change over from the day to the.night shift, they worked 18 hours,. 

On occasions the camp doctor declared a prisoner too sick to. go 
to workr-but- accused required him to go to work in the rice fields. Fellow 
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prisoners had to carry him to the field. Camp guards would come to the factor^ 
to see that the prisoners were'working hard enough. For a long period the 
prisoners never, got a rest day. • ‘ 

Two hundred prisoners were quartered in an old warehouse in which^ 
each man had a space of three jfeet for living space and to keep his belongings^ 

• The building was infested with lice, fleas and rats. The mats issued for the 
use of the men had to be disposed - of on'account of liee arid fleas and there¬ 
after the men had to sleep ori.thq floor. In addition to lifce and fleas there ' 
wefe many flies and'mosquitosThe roof oh the building leaked (ft; 18; 19; 20; 

. 21, 29, 31, and 32; Ex. 15, 16, 1?, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 28, 29, 31, 32, 33, 34, 

39). ' i . , 

The dimensions of the. building in which the prisoners were quarter¬ 
ed, which was in a dilapidated state, were 130 x 30 feet (Ex. 23), 

• . , ■ • .. . ’ • .- ■ ' 

During air raids'at night the prisoners were required to gat up 
and^jralk around and then to vrork the following day .without sufficient rest j 
(EX. 24)* .# — ,, * •* 

\ As to S p ecif ieation-3: In-his affidavit, John-A. Hancock; aJi 
. 1 Australian prisoner .of .'-war,' stated that accused was .definitely withholding __ 
f RecPJiross supplies (Ex. 13). Accused contended that he could not issue Red ' > 

Cross supplies exception -order 3 of Jhe * comi^r^anC -cf- Ch£ Osaka‘Prisoner of „ ^ - 

, War Qamp (Ex."_17»19)-*‘ Accused- ordered >all of the Rod;Cros^ supplies stored * - 
in the quartermaster-sto»er-oom’. - Wien, the supplies"were issued, the...chapolate,^ 

' —butter and' cigarett'eff were* withdrawn (ESc? 1 20, 29, 34). Ascused also hashed . 

• Sg€. Smith, an Australian who was in charge of the issue of rations, for_ ^ 

making, requests for the igsue of Rod Cross supplies to supplement the camp “■*’ *'_ 

'rations. The cheese, chScolate and meat items were deteriorated and unfit for ,,- 
human consumption due.to prolonged stejrage and improper handling (E3t* 21, 35). . 

On one occasion*accused was seen using Red Cross butter- on..his rice (R.-26 ) v - 

-Accused and the.Japahese guards were frequently s* 3 en smoking dimeric an cigarettes. 

■ < • ' 

As to Specifi cation 4a; Red Cross supplies were withheld and 
stored in the quartermaster ^storeroom (Ex. 36). Japanese guards were often 
seen smoking American.cigarettes and taking tins of American'food to the camp - 
kitchen to heat for their own use (R. 21, 22 , 26; Ex. 27 , 35 , 37). J.apanese 
guards'used Red Cross soap for bathing and used Red Cross, butter on their rice 
(R, 26, 27; Ex, 27)-. Japanese guards and female cooks carried rations from 
the camp (Ex, 17). The Japanese camp medical orderly withheld Red Cross med¬ 
ical supplies furnished for the use of the prisoners of war (Ex. 31, 34). The 
prisoners 1 rations diminished because the Japanese took the rations for their 
own use (Ex. 35). • • «. - 

As to Specification 4b : Pte. Atkins, a British prisoner of war, 

1 about the end of June 1945, was given the "bamboo treatment" or "stick treat- 
• raent" for watching a passing train and watching Allied planes flying over 
during an air raid and for allegedly doing insufficient work. This treatment 
consisted of placing a piece of bamboo behind the victim’s knees while in a 
kneeling position and another bamboo stick under the victim's knees and another 
. stick under the instep while the victim held a large tin of water on his thighs. 
This treatment caused the victim’s legs to become, paralyzed and it necessitated 
his being carried from the scene.,' In'addition, Atkins was tortpred and bashed 
by two guards at the camp (Ex. 23, 34, 37, 38, 39). 

1 As'to Specificati o n 4c : Chief Quartermaster Basey, an American 

prisoner of war, ill and weak from malnutrition, was kicked in the groin and 
purithed until he was groggy and then knocked to the ground for not working as 
hard as the other prisoners of war. After this'mistreatment he was forced to 
resume work. He was also kicked in the testicles and in the stomach and struc 
in the face while in formation on several different occasions. As a. resuit o 
this mistreatment he was hospitalized. On one occasion he was mistreated by 
the guards for carrying a pipe on his belt which another Japanese had given 

hinUR^22; Ex. 32 , 34, 37); s . s 
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As to Specif icatio n 4d : Chief Petty Officer Jack W. Staff, an 
American prisoner of war, in July 1945, was, given the "bamboo" or "stick treat¬ 
ment" similar to that described'in the evidence produced in support of Specific- 
ation 4b (R, 22, 23, 30j Ex. 27, 40). 

.A s to Specificatio n 4e: Following an air.raid near the Takefu 
Prisorter of War Camp in July'1945,. the rations were cut to approximately one- 
third for one week. The rations were cut a little at a time; • The accused 
periodically announced that rations were overdrawn arid it - would be necessary to 
cut the rations for the following week (R. 23, 31j Ex. 22, 35). 

v. • •. ' ' ' • *' [ 

As to Specification J+E : Oliver L» Gerberding, an American prisoner 
of war, was 'given the "bamboo" or "stick treatment" similar to that described in 
the evidence produced in support of Specifications 4b and 4d for watching an air 
raid in July 1945 (R. 23; Ex. 40)* 

• / 

As to Specification UR i Between 1 July 1945 and.l September 1945, 
Samueit Soffer, an Australian prisoner of war, was given the-"bajnboQ" or "stick 
treatment" similar to o that described'in the evidence'procuced in support of 
Specification^ 4b,'4^rnd4f (Ex. ^ 8 , 39),; “ -- . - v • 

As to; Specificatjoh 4h ^ * First,Petty OffIcer^Wiiliam A. Parks, -an- 
-'American prisoner of wary’was struck ten or twalvg*times by a prison.guard*riick- 
nemed "Pretty Boy!’ at the .cafbide pl$nt .for d^iling"\o gfbp sacking the ’Turnacd’-. 
* aiiGrsalute v “SBVer«fl..othef',\merican-’and Australian ■prisdhers of'ter were struck 
_• by the' guards.' Vhen..prisor£ps of jwair'ctid-#iot salute fast ejcjigh, they v^re *• :. * 
■snapped, kicked'or slugged (Rr 257*26, 29; Ex, 17), Dvr. J. Bayliss, a Bpitish 
’ prisoner of war, was beaten by-a guard for addressing a civilian faremafrat the - 
plant (Ex. 30)*. One of thjr-guard's, nicknamed "Little Caesar" was known for his 
practice of mistreating prisoners for not saluting and he was the--principal 
perpetrator of th£ tortures '(Ex. 17, 26, *8, 29 , 30, 31, 2&)f. /Chief .Petty Offi¬ 
cer Robert Hookum,-an American prisoner of war, wa§' b/tshod several times for * 
demanding the issue of Red Cross food and medical supplies (Ex. 19). Pte. G. H. 
Robinson, a British prisoner of war, was beaten five or six times and felled by' 
the blows for not saluting a prisoner guard on his rounds (Ex, 17)• Sgt, Smith', 
an American prisoner of war, was viciously assaulted by the commandant for de¬ 
manding an issue of more rice for the prisoners of.war (Ex. 20, 21). The guards 
would come into the hut in which the prisoners of war were quartered arid beat 
sick prisoners of war for not;standing at attention end saluting (Ex, 15). Ore 
guard, nicknamed "Snake Eyes", would bash prisoners of war with the butt of his 
rifle for slight provocation (Ex. I-?). Guards would walk along a prisoner of 
war formation end slap end beat the prisoners of war with sticks and kick them 
in the testicles .for no apparent reason (Ex, 15, 30, 35), Pte. Silvey and Dvr. 
Anson, Australian prisoners of war, were forced to work while’suffering from 
asthma (Ex. 14, 18). W. T). Askin, an Australian prisoner of war, was kicked in 
the'testicles for hot standing at attention in the Japanese manner (Ex. 24). ' 

DvT. John Ironside, an Australian prisoner of war, was suffering from diarrhea, 
and Dvr, J. T. Brown, also an Australian prisoner of'war; suffering from beri¬ 
beri, were forced.to work in the rice fields (Ex. 13,.15,. 24). Seven or eight 
prisoners of war suffering from beriberi, dysentery, and malnutrition were 
forced to work in the ricefields in water and mud knee deep and to clear weeds 
from the railway lines (Ex* 16, 18, 19 > 20), Dvr. T. Cook, a British prisoner 
of war, was forced to work at a time when he had pneumonia and was running a 
temperature of 104 degrees. (Ex, 30), All of the foregoing incidents were 
against the recommendations of the medical officer. Several prisoners were 
forced"to lmeel on sticks with 4 a stick placed behind their knees an£ to hold 
weights or pails of water on their .thighs for long periods of time.' This also 
referred to as the "Stick Treatment", "Wat 6 r Treatment" or "Bamboo. Treatment" 

(Ex. 14i 15). Grir. S. H. Mohr, an Australian prisoner of war, working as a 
blacksmith, while stoking a furnnCe, Wa 3 severely beaten for allowing an iron 
to cool when he stopped to salute a guard (Ex. 21). Twenty prisoners of war 
were forced to work without footwear digging a tunnel in a carbide'dump for/ 
long hours. Several of those ‘developed bad blisters on their feet, but were 
not relieved despite the recommendations of the prisoner of war .medical officer 
(Rv, . PX ) --—''During air raids at night prisoners oi; .war were awakened and. made to' 
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stand (Ex. 24), Accused'krteW of'all'of the mistreatment'and'torture and did 
nothing about it (.Ex..13,. 15, .16, 17, 18, 20, 21,. 24, .25,' 31, 34, 35). Accused 
personally supervised the work in the ripe fields (Ex. 26, 31). 

b. For the Defense; .. 


Jiro Tamizu was in charge of the clothing section at Amagasaki 
POW Camp from 25 -May 1944 until 1 June 1945, while the accused was commandant 
<?f that camp. Clothing was issued to the prisoners-of wax for work and over¬ 
coats were issued for Winter wear... Prisoners worked-at the OtanL Heavy Industry 
’’forks from 0800 to 1630 daily. The witness testified that he did not see the 
accused strikh a prisoner of war or overhear him direct a .member of his staff 
to strike .prisoners of war (R. 36)1 he further testified that he heard the 
accused direct the staff not to mistreat prisoners of war and to watch out for 
the health and physical condition of the prisoners.; 'About three hundred British 
prisoners of war .arrived in the. camp in very, poor health and many required 
hospitalization (R, 37). Japanese, .end prisoners of war were fed substantially 
the a?Me rations, seven hundred grams of staple, food, and patients, were given 
fish of meat.in addition (R« 37).;.-.The’ witness farther testified.that ho never, 
saw a prisoner of ..war'who appeared to have be.en mi-strealrd. Accused .enlarged . 
the camp, drqer.ed an increase in the issW. of-.blankets for -pf.tieats, increased 
Ithe’food ratipn for the -Christmas party and.-allowed the 'prisoners to hold - a.™’- 
dand^fat Christmas time,;- The senior prisprier. ^f upr, a. captain,- would loake'’re¬ 
quests each’ day, and- accused- trieci^to fill tt?em Ot.^35)Ths^"witness cttd--not v , 
swe-any prisoners" ^>f war thrown.lato'the 'static water-tank (R. 39) . The witness 
lived-outside the Camp_. The*-prischprs- of. war were fed the noort and ’averting—-. ••'- 
Steals in the camp. "Trte evening ffiSal was fed- about 1700. the witness dKd not 
inspect'the mess hall to .sce'bpw 'much "food was. issued-for the meals. He*did,~ . 
however., observe the serving of -the meals. About one thousand Red Cross parcels 
-were received in June 1944 and in October 1944 (R. 39). Red Cross supplies were 
issued according to the wishes of the ^iri^oners of wax. Aacused did notjgivp 
instructions in ^regard- to dealing with, prisoners of war -ftho-bbeaehed the "camp!, 
rules (R. 40). The relationship between the guardfc apd prisoners was friendly 


Quarters for the prisoners of. wax was a two-story waxebouse. The • 
prisoners bathed in the bath for the company employees (R. 42). Accused con¬ 
structed a bath for the prisoners of war and they were allowed to bathb every 
day, and in addition the accused provided razors for the use of the prisoners 
(R. 43). Daily hours of work were from 0730 to 1630 and ,the.night shift from 
1830 to 0630. At the Takefu Camp.shifts were changed every five days. On the 
change day the night shift worked until noon and the hew night shift worked, 
from noon to 0630 the following.day (R, 44). On night .shift prisoners worked 
for one hour and rested for one hour and had one hour for lunch.- Accused fixed 
the hours of. work. At Takefu Prisoner of War Camp the prisoners were in good 
health (R. 45)« Red Cross supplies were not served in the Japanese mess (R. 46) 
Accused provided cigarette lighters -for the prisoners of wax (R. 47). Prisoners 
of war were not selected for different types of work on account of physical con¬ 
dition. Accused went to the places where the prisoners worked every day (R. 48) 

Accused ordered the removal of soap frpm the Red Cross packages 
fpr the use of the prisoners who worked in the factory, and the removal of 
butter for the use of prispner of war patients (R. 53). .Accused admonished a 
•civilian guard named‘Nagayama for striking a prisoner of war, and the guard was 
later discharged (R. 55). Accused, did not have to approve the issue of Red 
Cross supplies (R. ‘55).* ; 

Takefu was known as a dispatch camp (R. 56 ). Red^Cross .supplies 
were issued to branch and.dispatch camp cbmmanders from the main camp. Prisoner: 
of war were not to work over eight hours per day. Accused was instructed not to 
permit the Japanese to use Red Cross supplies (R. 57). The f-egulation of the 
main camp commander was that prisoners of war have one day rest per week (R. 58) 
The soap and butter were removed from the Red Cross packages when the distribu¬ 
tion was made (R, 6l). Accused cautioned a guard about mistreating prisoners 
and venh-feo'a nearby village end got'additional vegetables for the prisoners. ' 
ThereTwas one prisoner of war struck while at Takefu (R. 73). 1 
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. Accused, after having been duly advised of his rights by the 'de¬ 
fense, elected to take the stand and testify under oath in his own behalf. Ac- 
cused was a warrant officer in the Japanese Army and'at the time of trial was 
thirty-four years of age, married; one child, a wife, and his parents are de¬ 
pendent ‘upon him, He entered' the Japanese Army in January 1935 as a. private and 
was a warrant officer on his- separation in September 1945. He was commander of 
the, Amagasaki Prisoner of War Camp 'from 1 November 1944 until 13 May 1945 (R. 65)• 
Accused was informed that prisoner, of war MacDonald brought, 'eggs into the camp 
and called him to the* office and cautioned him, and at that time he did not /ob¬ 
serve any marks of violence on his body, but.was informed by.a Japanese corporal 
that MacDonald Rad had water poured on him. He did not remember Warrant Officer 
Worrall nor about his death. Accused denied forcing 'sick prisoners of war. to 
vrork. The main, prisoner of war .camp prescribed the rations for the branch camp 
(R, 6?). Regulation rations.issued to the camp were augmented by about, seventy- 
five grams- of staple food issued by the company. There were 1506 boxes of Red 
Cross supplies received in December 1944' and issued to the prisoners of war. at 
Amagap*ki 'POW’Camp just before Christmas, and there were no requests made for 
Red Cross, supplies in December. There was a Japanese.medical officer and a- r- 
prisoner of war mediedi officer at Ama'gasaki Camp (R. 68). '-Acc‘used;>Lssued orders 
not to mistreat any of -the’ prisoners but t-o* notify the camp .of any wrongs done 

• at once^ and he did not:see any-prisopers of .war;;, mis treated at Adagasaki (R. 69). 

Accused .arrived .at Takefu Camp d-94£> and tRe prisoners. ^ ■; 

, orrt? May 1945,1 an^they were quartired in a building nejir th? factory, and thee* 
buildings,-fibre not as large as those, at AmagaSrki (ff. 69);- Accused built &- , 

* ■ dispensary, expanded 4 'alid rimgrcored-4he kitbfieft, provided a shoe repair machine,;. 

• and repaired the latrines , v The prisoners could bathe any time from 1700. hours.. 

to 2030 .hours.. The workingJhoSrs, at. the plant were from 0730 bo 1$30 (days)^ “•* 

and from 19|00 to 0700 (nights), and from twenty to forty men worked on the night • 
shiftsPrisoners of’i^ar-were to wbrk»th|„ same hours as Japanese’workers (R. 70). 
Prisoners of war^worked longer on changeover days, but threy rested for th-e number 
of hours they overworked on the changeo'ver from dajF to night’’ shift,. Prisoners- 

of war’were given two rest days each month.. There was no limitation on the- ' . 
number of prisoners who were allowed to remain in the camp on account of illness, 
and although Sick prisoners of war were given light work about the camp, no sick 
prisoners of war were forced to work against the doctor's-orders. _ Accused super¬ 
vised the work in the rice paddies (R. 71). About ten or fifteen-men wearing 
wooden, clogs and shoes in good condition worked on the tunnel for about two 
Weeks under the supervision of the accused and no sick prisoners of war were 
used. There wrere no Red Cross shoes in the camp (R. 73). There were no shoes 
for issue to the prisoners of war in the camp supply. Some prisoners of-war 
would go•’ barefoot while working on the tunnel project because the clogs were 
slippery, -Only one prisoner of wrab complained of -blisters on his feet and he 
was no longer put on thiq detail. Accused v;as never informed.that men were 
overworked or were worked when they Were ill * It -was necessary for the accused 
to get extra salt for the prisoners of war (R. 74). While digging the tunnel 
the prisoners of war were permitted rest periods and the accused provided tea 
to drink apd‘straw hats to wear. Prisoners had fifteen-minute rest periods in 
.. the. morning and fifteen minutes in the afternoon and one hour for lunch. Two 
hundred' small boxes of Red Cross supplies arrived at Takefu on 17 May 1945 of 
which a hundred boxes were distributed about 20 May. The others wrere withheld 
for use if there were'an invasion of Japan. The soap and butter wrere removed 
• from the boxes issued, the soap for the use of the factory workers, apd the 
butter; for the patients (R. 75, 76). No articles except soap and butter vrere 
removed from the packages. One box of Red Cross medical supplies arrived a 
. Takefu'and'was stored in the air raid shelter for protection against air 
(r. 67, ?6, 77). Japanese knew they were’not to'touch the Red Cross supplies. 
Accused did not remember prisoners of war Atkins, Staff, Gerberding,_Basye, 

Soffer, end did not see .these prisoners tortured by the "bamboo treatment^ . 

(R, 77), The accused did’ not cut the rations by one-third for one week * 

The static water tank was about fifteen meters from the accused's office.and 
the guard office Was about ten meters from the accused's! office (R._ '"A ’ iC “ 
'cused did not order sick FW's to -work and never inspected the hospitals to see- . 
the sipk^except through his employees. There were only six or seven packages 
of Red Cross supplies at Amagasaki-Camp when the accused took command and tnese 
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supplies were issued two days afterward (R, 80, 81)., Accused did not remember 
a prisoner of war dying at Araagasaki in December 19UA-*' Matters'of- sanitation 
and hygiene were left to the'Japanese medical corpsman, Yoshida, who had authority 
to override the recommendations of the prisoner of war medical officer (R. 81). 
Yoshida could not, however, override the medical officer’s recommendations that 
the F//»s remain back from work. The number of prisoners of war who could go on 
sick call was not limited.- Accused remembered seeing prisoners on tlie work sites 
at Takefu working when their limbs.were swollen. He never asked Hoper what' the 
conditions were at Takefu Camp (R. 82). The seventeen-diour nightshift was'the 
responsibility of the.accused. The]one hundred boxes of Red Cross-supplies were 
in good condition onvi5 August 1945. The prisoner of war in charge of the kitchen 
did not complain about'the rations nop request additional rations from the Red 
Cross supplies ,(R. 83). ; Accused admitted-issuing ten pieces of Red Cross soap 
to Japanese civilians and hitting, a medical captain 1 oh the-buttocks once (R. 84). 
No prispner of war died at'Takefu Camp (R, ; i8|>). ' 

.• • j. * •- -ijj • t. 

4. Opinion ; <1 ■ ’, 

/• ; ... ' . .. 

. - Tlfe defense has submitted a brief in support of its motion to modify 
the findings arid sentence to which the prosecution. (MajorVGoodman)--is. not reply- : 

ing. . ‘ -V . • V' • 

.. . * if--: • 

•* The .C#niniission wap constituted by proper-authority and ha'd jurisdiction 
of ^he accused and .the ofYenses .alleged./ ‘fhej# Is -rfo, evidence that -th.e accused 
•was -not*sanq. ■afcvthemmer .o.f -the com^tksion of the alleged* actstter at the "time of^ 
-the trial.' *T?h*e accused; was.'ably defended, cooperated in his own "defense, pro- * 
dubed-witnesses in his, own .behalf,^rand toofiftho witness stand in hie. qwhjpe'f ense.*- 


of .war at 


i • . * ■ ^ .*i - ( V ^ «* 

- The prosecution pragented its. case by one witness, a former prisoner 


t Takefu Branch Camp, and by the introduction of numerous affidavits 
c ’’prisoner^ of war at Amag’asaki»an^. Taicefu Camps. r~ 


of .former'prisoner^ 


The record is legally sufficient to support the findings“and the sen-", 
tence.. There are no errors or irregularities which*would prejudice any sub¬ 
stantial. right of the accused. 

5. Recommendations : 

The Commission did not recommend clemency; The petitions of clemency 
from others have been read and considered. 

Accused was found guilty of four' specifications, two of which had a 
total of twelve sub-specifications thereunder, and was sentenced to confinement 
at hard labor for thirty years. The findings of guilty under the twelve sub- 
specifications were based on the doctrine of command responsibility," As to 
the guilt of the accused, there Can be no doubt. -VJhother the acts alleged, were 
committed by the accused himself, or at his instigation, or by the hands of, his 
subordinates is of no consequence. It is a fundamental military doctrine that 
a commander is responsibly for vhap his command does or does not do'. It is 
inconceivable that the accused was not’ fully aware of the conditions and prac¬ 
tices existing in his commands. He admits that he ma.de inspections and super¬ 
vised’ some of the work done by the prisoners, . IVere he 'as charitable as he pre¬ 
tends/ he would have dotected the deterioration of the human beings before his 
•eye and taken 'steps to remove its source. He frankly admitted striking a pris¬ 
oner and issuing Red Cross supplies to,the Japanese,. It is recommended that 
clemency be denied and*that the findings and sentence be approved. 

Accused was confined 27 November.1945, went t° trial 28 July 1947, 
and was sentenced 1 August 1947. Under established policy, owing to the length 
of time; the accused has been confined prior to the date of sentence, it is 
further recommended that seventeen (17) months of the sentence imposed be re¬ 
mitted. Sugamo Prison, Tokyo, Hohshu, Japan is the appropriate place of con¬ 
finement. . ' • 1 ./ 
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6, Action : /obath^JjZjC ' 

A form of action designed to carry those recommendations into effect 


attached 


THOMAS l; DONNELLY 
Lt. Col•, Inf■ 

Revi ewer • . 

Judge Advocate Section 


• I concur in general.' It is noted that under Substituted Specification lb 
it was shown that'there were 1500 Red Gross parcels brought into camp shortly 
before Worrall's death, Their distribution was denied notwithstanding the 
prisoners' requests (pi- 2'Ex. 5)* The warrant officer died of'starvation com¬ 
bined^with the results of working while ill, which occurrence-the accused could 
havo averted (lie. 1, 5, p» h 3x. 6, £5:. 3) i A'wide pattern-of beatings clearly 
established scienter by the accused independently of hi&tactual knowledge. and ■ 
that together- with his'personal participation’in'several'of the abuses-of which 
he vva^^oonvicted justifies, the sentence, \ *_ ’’ 


ALLAlt^r: BROwNE. *; 
Lt Colonel JAGD" * * 
Arny Judge Advocate 
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